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Following telegram of ZJXh. March from Washington 
addressed to Foreign Office No. 776, repeated for information 
to Governor Genera, The West Indies (Xor the Prime Minister), 
Personal No. 6, and Bangkok, Personal Nq.86. 

^ Begins. 

On the 3otirney hack "between Key West and Palm Beach, 
the President told me how glad he had been of the opportnhity 
to discuss Laos with you. ^here had "been misunderstanding^ 
"between Britain and the United. States in the past and he 
"believed that these had-cfteh arisen through lack of precision. •: 
He was .determined to do what he7cpx;fl.d to see that nothing of 
this sort happened while he was ' President and he helieved your 
meeting had made a good start in this direction. - 

2. In particular he fully understood that you should get 
proof positive and direct oh two points. First, that he had 
no desire for any other than a peaceful solution in Laos if it 
could he obtained short of" thp whole of Laos being overrun. 
Secondly, if the Russians made this impossible, that he had no 
intention of any military operations beyond what was essential 
to keep bridgeheads in Laotian territ.ory for a non-Coinmonist 
Laotian Government. He had no intention of being involved in 
a "Malayan operation". 

3* After dinner in Palm Beach he reverted to the theme 
during the Journey to Washington. ;■ ■ He then made a suggestion. 
The Foreign Secretary and you yourself were both coming to 
Washington next week. Would it be possible for two officers 
to be present during your visit, one to represent the Chiefs of 
Staff in London and the other to represent General Hull. 

They should neither of them be of a kind which would attract 
publicity, but should be competent to discuss detailed plans 
concerning Laos with the American Chiefs of Staff.- If this 
could be dbne discreetly, he thought that it might give some ^ 
reassurance to our own Chiefs that the American Chiefs were not 
out for unlimited adventures as well as carry forward the idea 
of restricted Anglo-United States planning which you had 
discussed with him yesterday. Indeed, it might be easier as 
well as better for such talks to be carried forward in 
Washington rather than between General Hull and "Admiral Felt 
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on the 8pot| where It inight' he difficult for ’ them, or their 
responsihie officers to engage , in a aeries of meetings- without 
arousing fears/ amongst our SEAITO allies of some British- 
American plot*^ ■ “ r" 

• j :'5 • ' • • ■ 

4* I shall he grateful for instructions. 
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Buds. 
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'P,S, to Prime Minister, 
; Admiralty . House# 
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